A Teaching Manifesto on The Assembly:
Co-Facilitating Participatory Learning in SPAN 280:
Revolution!
While you wait… feel free to reflect via this
Padlet how you engage students and encourage
their active participation in-person and/or
online.
To participate, copy and paste the link into your
browser (I have copied it into the Chat for your
convenience) and post by clicking on the pink plus
sign in the bottom righthand corner!!
https://padlet.com/brianne_orr/hrm7q3hmpi5rf2kw
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Today’s objectives…
In this 60 minute session, I will…
• Share the course design and pedagogical approaches I use in SPAN 280:
Revolution, and how I have adapted them over time;
• Demonstrate how I empower students to build shared knowledge and
community through a scaffolded course design that recognizes as its
centerpiece “The Assembly”
• Highlight some strategies for co-facilitating learning in in-person and
online classes, using The Assembly as an example.
Participants will…
• Share and reflect on ways in which they actively engage students in the
online and in-person classroom, and leave with additional strategies;

3-4 minutes

Warm-up: How do you engage students and
encourage active participation in your courses?

Type out a response here!

To participate, copy and paste
the link into your browser (I have
copied it into the Chat for your
convenience) and post by clicking
on the pink plus sign in the
bottom righthand corner!!
https://padlet.com/brianne_orr/hrm7q3hmpi5rf2kw

Click here to begin!

SPAN 280: Revolution!
Spanish 280 is a literature course taught in English for non majors and minors
of Spanish. The course attracts students from across Arts disciplines interested
in exploring the topic of Revolution in a Hispanic context and/or satisfying 3 credits
of the Arts Breadth Requirement (i.e., the current literature requirement).
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Demonstrate analytical, planning, facilitation, and interpersonal skills;
Engage a variety of learners via personalized approaches to literary and cultural
texts;
Practice active listening skills that promote participation and collaborative learning

The Assembly Learning Cycle:
1. Prep and practice: Instructor models Assembly potential during the first two
weeks of classes
2. Facilitation Guide preparation and feedback process: Wednesday deadline,
instructor feedback on Thursday, Friday facilitation
3. Facilitation: Small group facilitation of 8-10 students with 1-2 facilitators per
group, depending on the class size. Collaborative note-taking in One-Drive (both in the
in-person and online classroom).
4. Canvas discussion moderation/follow-up: Weekly wrap-up, and facilitatormoderated Canvas Discussion
5. The Final Assembly: Take-aways of the term on last day of class; Final Project
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The Co-facilitation of Learning: A principleguided approach
Personalize learning
Promote interpersonal
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Student-centered approaches to
teaching, learning, and assessment,
according to Zhao and Watterson,
“help [students] to become owners of
their learning and also develop lifelong learning habits” (6).
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Practices in self and academic
awareness are key to student success in
any personal or professional context.

Co-facilitation of Learning
• Some of the ways in which you all have co-facilitated
learning include:
• Discussions
• Student presentations
• Peer-review of writing/learning activities
Let’s talk challenges!
Now that we know a bit about how and why we aim to cofacilitate learning, let’s return to our Padlet, and discuss
some challenges you all have faced while co-facilitating
learning in the classroom.

Today’s objectives were to…
• Share SPAN 280 course design and co-facilitation of
learning strategies
• Highlight the strategies and challenges of co-facilitating
learning in the in-person and online classroom
• Participants also reflected on their own strategies,
experiences, and challenges.
Use the “stamp” annotation feature to indicate how confident you are with
today’s learning goals:
Very confident

?

Sort of confident, I need a bit more time to work on them.
I don’t understand the learning objectives at all and need another
session on them!!

Today’s objectives were to…
• Share the course design and pedagogical approaches I use in SPAN 280: how I
have adapted them over time;
• Demonstrate how I empower students to build shared knowledge and
community through a scaffolded course design that recognizes as its centerpiece
“The Assembly”
• Highlight some strategies for co-facilitating learning in in-person and online
classes, using The Assembly as an example.
Participants also…
• Shared and reflected on ways in which they actively engage students in the
online and in-person classroom;
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